
PRESS RELEASE 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 12, 2020 

 
ST. HELENS MAYOR DECLARES STATE OF EMERGENCY DUE TO COVID-19 

 

St. Helens, Ore. – On Thursday, March 12, 2020, St. Helens Mayor Rick Scholl 

declared a state of emergency in the City of St. Helens due to the ongoing 

spread of COVID-19 (coronavirus). The declaration takes effect immediately 

and will remain in effect until Thursday, April 9, 2020.  

This emergency declaration has been made in order to protect the St. Helens 

community, City employees, and the city’s most vulnerable citizens from the 

impacts of the coronavirus and to minimize the effect on them.  

Based on recent recommendations from the State of Oregon and Oregon 

public health experts, the City of St. Helens is implementing the following 

measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 in St. Helens: 

1. Local City of St. Helens government buildings and offices will be closed to 

the general public. This includes St. Helens City Hall, the St. Helens Public 

Library, St. Helens Public Works offices, the St. Helens Police Department 

lobby, and the St. Helens Recreation Center. The St. Helens City Council 
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and management team will evaluate continued office closures on a 

weekly basis.  

2. St. Helens police officers and St. Helens public works crews will continue 

to respond to calls. Contact non-emergency dispatch at 503-397-1521. In 

the event of an emergency, call 9-1-1.  

3. Until further notice, water services will not be disconnected for non-

payment of a St. Helens utility bill.  

4. St. Helens Municipal Court will be limited to previously scheduled court 

appearances. Court staff will directly contact anyone if a court 

appearance date is rescheduled. If you have any Municipal Court 

questions, you can call staff directly at 503-397-6272, option 2 or 503-366-

8253.  

5. St. Helens citizens are encouraged to use the City’s website payment 

portal option for making utility billing payments. Payments may also be 

made over the phone by calling 503-397-6272, option 1.  

6. City staff will continue to work while offices remain closed to the public. If 

you have a question for a staff member, City staff are available through 

email and telephone. A staff directory can be found on the City’s 

website at https://www.ci.st-helens.or.us/contact.  

7. Essential in-person meetings with City staff may be arranged by 

appointment. Please call or email the department that you need to 

meet with to arrange an appointment time.  
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8. The City is evaluating moving all previously scheduled City Council 

meetings to a virtual meeting platform. Details will be released at a later 

date regarding how those meetings will be held and how the public can 

virtually comment before or during the meeting(s). All other City boards 

and commission meetings scheduled over the next four weeks have 

been canceled.  

9. All Recreation Program events have been canceled. The St. Helens 

Recreation Program will follow any St. Helens School District closures 

regarding Spring Break camp and the After-School Program. Should the 

School District close, these programs will also be closed. Refunds will be 

given for any event or program cancellations. Be sure to make prior 

arrangements for alternate childcare should these programs be 

canceled.  

The City of St. Helens has created a webpage related to COVID-19. Updates 

regarding impacts to local government will be posted online at 

https://www.ci.st-helens.or.us/administration/page/covid-19.  

If you have general questions about the coronavirus, more information can be 

found at: 

 Call 2-1-1 for general questions 

 Visit the Oregon Health Authority’s (OHA) website for the most current 

information in Oregon: 

https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/DISEASESCONDITIONS/DISEASESAZ/Pag

es/emerging-respiratory-infections.aspx 
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 Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) website: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 

 Visit the Columbia County Public Health website: 

https://www.columbiacountyor.gov/CoronavirusDisease2019COVID19 

### 

For further information regarding the St. Helens State of Emergency declaration, 

please contact Communications Officer Crystal King at crystalf@ci.st-

helens.or.us or 503-366-8215.  


